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John XXIII Fraternity        May 2012  issue
Fredericton, NB

Contact: ghughes@nb.aibn.com
                                       Phone 506 472-7308  
 Theme for this month is Candidacy in ofs

Next Fraternity May 5, 2:00 PM

        St Theresa’s Parish  

Please bring your 

Shorter Christian Prayer book
Special Dates for May 2012  

May 8 – George & Sherrill Guimond’s anniversary

May 15, 2004 – Ray’s date of Profession

May 21 – Bob Hunger’s birthday

May 29 – Bob & Sharon’s anniversary

May 29, 1995 – George & Sherrill’s date of Profession

.               Feast days     
May 1 Joseph the Worker
May3  Philip and James, Apostles

May 9  Catherine of Bologna

May 13  Our Lady of Fatima

May 14 Matthias, Apostle

May 15 Isidore and Maria, Third order

May 16 Margaret of Cortona, Third order

May 17 Paschal Baylon, First order

May 18 Felix of Cantalice, First order

May 20 Bernadine of Siena, First order

May 24 Dedication of the Basilica of

             Saint Francis of Assisi

May 28  Mary Ann of Jesus of Paredes, ofs 

May 30 Baptista Varano, Second order

May 30 Joan of Arc, Third order

May 30 Ferdinand of Leon and Castile, third

May 31 The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Prayers of the Month:
We pray for the family and soul of Amy Vatour, ofs, member of the St Bonaventure Fraternity, Halifax. 

For peace to the people of Syria, Somalia and Afghanistan

For our sick family members, friends and especially Darrell Tschirhart, ofs, and Kirk Arkbuckle, ofs, that health will be restored

For the Trappist Monks of Rogersville and the Poor Claires of Riviere du Loup

For the Catholic Church, its leaders and our Diocesan Pastoral Plan
For vocations to the OFS, OFM and the Poor Clares.

FORMATION PRESENTATION FOR MAY, 2012
Study guide is Chapter Ten in the Franciscan Journey

In the past, candidates were admitted into the Secular Franciscan Order simply because they were good and pious Catholic people  and requested to be admitted due to a like or devotion to Saint Francis of Assisi or  they may have been interested only in becoming   part  of a group. Obviously this is not enough. Entering into a Franciscan form of life is not just one of many optional decisions we make in our lives. It is the result of a very precise call of God to become Franciscan with a very precise purpose. It must be authentic vocation.                                                                                                                                     

In becoming a Secular Franciscan there is a mission in communion with the entire Franciscan family sustained by the charism of Saint Francis which enables us to accomplish the mission in our secular state.


If an individual requests to be admitted to the Secular Order,  they must show that they profess the  Catholic faith, living in communion with the church, be of good moral standing, and show a clear sign of a vocation, that individual is then  accepted to begin a period of orientation.  This period of orientation of not less than three months, is when the local council determines a person’s interest, eligibility and disposition to enter into the initial formation process. 

If admitted into the Initial Formation process, the person begins a period of inquiry commencing with a ceremony of introduction and welcoming. This period of initial formation is to prepare the person for permanent profession as a Secular Franciscan. One is taught that this way of life must take priority in their life. Only serious situations occasionally take priority. Secular Franciscans are required to be present at the regular gathering of the Fraternity especially newcomers. If need to be absent then the courtesy requires that council be informed. This inquiry period of initial formation shall not be less than six months.

The final stage of initial formation is the period of Candidacy.  This period begins with the rite of admission and lasts not less than eighteen months and not more than thirty-six months. This period leads to one’s decision to make a permanent profession as a Secular Franciscan. To begin the Candidacy period of Initial Formation there is a prologue leading up to Secular Franciscan Rule where Saint Francis of Assisi points out exhortations for both when we do penance and when we don’t. Exhortations are a wake-up call about what a faith-stance looks like in daily life and are the first guidelines from Francis about how Secular Franciscans would live. It calls us to accept the inner meaning of penance and conversion. We need the Holy Spirit who gives us the Eucharist, who is the source of holiness and wholeness, who builds up, animates and sanctifies the Church, who gives us the Grace needed to understand and follow Jesus. Candidates learn what can happen if they do not do penance.  One can knowingly destroy their own soul and be forever separated from God. St. Francis of Assisi asks us to listen to the words of Jesus in Scripture and not only read them but carry them out. Candidates learn that formation in the Secular Franciscan Order is not a onetime thing but continues throughout life.

Candidacy is the period when candidates study and explore the Rules and Constitutions and put them into practice.  Putting the Rule and Constitutions into practice enables the candidate to make an informed decision about profession. The Rule of the Secular Order offers ways to love one another in a multitude of circumstances. Secular Franciscans are Gospel people. We go from Gospel to life and life to Gospel. When Jesus was asked by one of the Pharisees “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?  Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment.  The second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments”.  (Matt 22:36-40)  As one can see the Will of God is love.  The Spirit of Saint Francis invites us to deepen our relationship with Jesus. When we encounter the person of Jesus then we grow in union with Him and the Holy Spirit will transform us. Candidacy explores ways and means to achieve intimacy with Jesus.
The professed members of the Secular Franciscan Order recognize that they are called to follow Christ in the footsteps of Saint Francis of Assisi.  In various ways and forms and in life giving union with each other they tend to make present the charism of their Seraphic Father in the life and mission of the church.  The Secular Franciscan Order holds a special place in the United Franciscan Family.  It is an organic union of all Catholic fraternities throughout the world and is open to every group of the faithful.  The brothers and sisters in these fraternities, led by the Spirit, work for perfect charity in their own secular state.  They pledge themselves to live the Gospel in the manner of Saint Francis by means of the Rule approved by the Church, dated 24 June 1978.  
In the prologue to this Rule, Saint Francis points out things that happen both when we do penance and when we don’t. He advises us to love God with everything we have and neighbour in the same way: to love ourselves with honest love avoiding selfishness and recognizing the importance of the Eucharist. He calls us to produce worthy fruits of penance, not to lead a self-centered life that ignores God and focuses primarily on self satisfaction. We must give God first place in our lives and by doing this we will continually undergo conversion.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Submitted by Raymond Cormier
Good morning.  I am writing to remind fraternities that as announced at our Chapter last August, our Regional Spiritual Conference will be August 3-5th, 2012 at Cacouna Quebec.  Our Spiritual Conference Leader will be Friar Pierre Charland ofm from Montreal.  Many of you know Friar Pierre as we have been fortunate to have him as one of our local Spiritual Assistants.  Pierre was ordained a Deacon last fall, and will be ordained to priesthood this summer.  So can I ask members to pray for Pierre as he journeys towards this wonderful event in his life, and in the life of the whole Franciscan family?  We have been trying to obtain him as a speaker for several years because he is a dynamic and gifted speaker, but he is also a very busy person.  He teaches at McGill University and is active in the larger community.  So we are extremely blessed that this weekend in August was open for him, and he has agreed to come to be with us. Many thanks to him.

From Leonarda MacNeil, Regional Minister

                                                         Honesty and Humility

“All God appears to want from us is honesty and humility (and they are finally the same thing). If God is holding out for human perfection, God is going to have a long wait. There is no other way to read Jesus’ stories of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32) or the publican and the Pharisee (Luke 18:9-14). In each story, the one who did wrong ends up being right—simply because he is honest and humble about it.” – by Richard Rohr
Web Sites
These are 2 wiki sites that have lots of information about the ofs.

http://wiki.franciscanweb.com/wiki/Franciscan_Wiki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secular_Franciscan_Order
JPIC - What is it and its importance to the ofs?

The full name is “Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation”. Our Rule 15 reads, Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially in the field of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their faith.  Also see the General Constitutions Article 22.

Your Spiritual Assistant is Sherrill Guimond (506) 894-2453 her email is geosherr@xplornet.com
Integrity of Creation 
This section will be used to make us more aware of how our daily choices impact Gods Creation
It takes 7 times as much land to produce animals as food as it does vegetables.

Reducing you meat intake by one steak a week for a year has the equivalent environmental effect as parking your car for three months!
Prologue: Exhortation of St. Francis to the Brothers and Sisters of Penance (circa 1210-1215)

Concerning Those Who Do Penance 

All who love the Lord with their whole heart, with their whole soul and mind, with all their strength, and love their neighbours as themselves and hate their bodies with their vices and sins, and receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and produce worthy fruits of penance.

Oh, how happy and blessed are these men and women when they do these things and persevere in doing them, because the spirit of the Lord will rest upon them and he will make his home and dwelling among them, and they are the sons of the heavenly Father, whose works they do, and they are the spouses, brothers, and mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are spouses, when by the Holy Spirit the faithful soul is united with our Lord Jesus Christ, we are brothers to him when we fulfill the will of the Father who is in heaven .

We are mothers, when we carry him in our heart and body through divine love and a pure and sincere conscience; we give birth to him through a holy life which must give light to others by example.

Oh, how glorious it is to have a great and holy Father in heaven! Oh how glorious it is to have such a beautiful and admirable Spouse, the Holy Paraclete.

Oh, how glorious it is to have such a Brother and such a Son, loved, beloved, humble, peaceful, sweet, lovable, and desirable above all: Our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave up his life for his sheep and prayed to the Father saying:

"Oh holy Father, protect them with your name whom you gave me out of the world. I entrusted to them the message you entrusted to me and they received it. They have known that in truth I came from you, they have believed that it was you who sent me. For these I pray, not for the world. Bless and consecrate them, and I consecrate myself for their sakes. I do not pray for them alone; I pray also for those who will believe in me through their word that they may be holy by being one as we are. And I desire, Father, to have them in my company where I am to see this glory of mine in your kingdom."
Concerning Those Who Do Not Do Penance

But all those men and women who are not doing penance and do not receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ and live in vices and sin and yield to evil concupiscence and to the wicked desires of the flesh, and do not observe what they have promised to the Lord, and are slaves to the world, in their bodies, by carnal desires and the anxieties and cares of this life.

These are blind, because they do not see the true light, our Lord Jesus Christ; they do not have spiritual wisdom because they do not have the Son of God who is the true wisdom of the Father. Concerning them, it is said, " Their skill was swallowed up " and " cursed are those who turn away from your commands ". They see and acknowledge, they know and do bad things and knowingly destroy their own souls.

See, you who are blind, deceived by your enemies, the world, the flesh and the devil, for it is pleasant to the body to commit sin and it is bitter to make it serve God because all vices and sins come out and " proceed from the heart of man " as the Lord says in the Gospel. And you have nothing in this world and in the next, and you thought you would possess the vanities of this world for a long time.

But you have been deceived, for the day and the hour will come to which you give no thought and which you do not know and of which you are ignorant. The body grows infirm, death approaches, and so it dies a bitter death, and no matter where or when or how man dies, in the guilt of sin, without penance or satisfaction, though he can make satisfaction but does not do it.

The devil snatches the soul from his body with such anguish and tribulation that no one can know it except he who endures it, and all the talents and power and knowledge and wisdom which they thought they had will be taken away from them, and they leave their goods to relatives and friends who take and divide them and say afterwards, " Cursed be his soul because he could have given us more, he could have acquired more than he did. " The worms eat up the body and so they have lost body and soul during this short earthly life and will go into the inferno where they will suffer torture without end.

All those into whose hands this letter shall have come we ask in the charity that is God to accept kindly and with divine love the fragrant words of our Lord Jesus Christ quoted above. And let those who do not know how to read have them read to them.

And may they keep them in their mind and carry them out, in a holy manner to the end, because they are spirit and life .

And those who will not do this will have to render an account on the day of judgement before the tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ.
This is an article from Sherrill, our spiritual assistant.

The text “What Happened at Vatican II” by John W. O’Malley described Vatican II around its’ First Period (1962), its’ Second Period (1963), its’ Third Period (1964) and finally its’ Fourth Period (1965).  This year we celebrate Vatican II’s 50th anniversary. 

 Following are some of the major conclusions that came out of this Council that greatly influenced our revised Pauline Rule of 1978. 

· the Council of Trent described Mass as a sacrifice united with the sacrifice of Christ on the cross but Vatican II went further by including the Resurrection in it, as the fullness of the “Pascal mystery”. It enhanced the part of the Mass known as the Liturgy of the Word. It encouraged styles of piety centered on the Mass, the Liturgical Hours, and the Bible rather than on devotional practices like novenas that had proliferated in Catholicism since the Middle Ages. 

·   Vatican II highlighted the importance of baptism as the foundation of Christian life and as the entrance into the body of the Church. At the same time the council of Vatican II took great pains not to exclude from salvation even the unbaptized.

· Vatican II council consistently presented Christ as servant and liberator. He was celebrated as friend of all people, especially the poor and victims of war and injustice. 

· Vatican II denounced the arms race and the stockpiling of weapons as it served only to aggravate the problem. Vatican II committed the church to spare no effort in working for the complete outlawing of war, and to that end it supported and promoted every international organization, including, of course, the United Nations. 

· Vatican II affirmed that citizens should play an active role in the political community and to exercise the right to vote. Vatican II distanced itself from forms of government in which that role and right could not be exercised. In the economic sphere it insisted that every effort be made to eliminate economic inequalities that worked against the creation of a just society.

· Vatican II fully embraced the right of individuals not only to inquire freely in matters of religion but also to practice the religion of their choice without intimidation or coercion from civil authorities. Vatican II affirmed that the moral norm that everybody is obliged to obey is their own conscience, which is not a vague feeling of right and wrong but a moral judgment.  In forming those moral judgments, individuals must give proper consideration to the teachings of the Church.

· Vatican II gave new prominence to marriage as a loving partnership in which couples are led to God as they share in the joys and sorrows of life. Children, it said, are the supreme gift of marriage and contribute to the good of the parents themselves. It also said that parents may limit the number of children they have, provided they do so using moral means.

· Vatican II affirmed the dignity of the “lay state” and it reminded the laity and others of the “priesthood of all believers”. It reminded them that they were called to lead a holy life. It encouraged lay participation in the mission of the Church, especially in what it called: the temporal order”, that is, out in the marketplace of daily life. 

· For bishops, priest, and everybody in authority, Vatican II proposed and tried to make appealing the ideal of the servant-leader. 

· Vatican II condemned all forms of discrimination and harassment “on the basis of race, color, condition of life, or religion”.  

· Vatican II called upon Catholics to participate in the ecumenical movement and to cooperate with persons of other faiths (or of no faith) in all enterprises geared to the common good. 

· Vatican II made clear that the Church was in the modern world – not above it, nor below it, nor for it, nor against it. The Church, therefore, must assume its share of responsibility for the well-being of the world, not simply denounce what it finds wrong. It made clear that the Church was sympathetic to the way of life of different peoples and races and was ready to appropriate non-superstitious aspects of different cultural traditions.  

Submitted by Sherrill
.


RULE 





We usually quote the part of our rule which is the focus of our study for the month. This month we will focus on Francis’ exhortations





The Exhortation of St Francis to Brothers and Sisters of Penance is on page 4 as there is not enough space here. This is where Francis points out things that happen both when we do penance and when we don’t


 


Prologue: 


Exhortation of St. Francis to the Brothers and Sisters of Penance (circa 1210-1215)





Concerning Those Who Do Penance 





Concerning Those Who Do Not Do Penance


Page 4





Your Newsletter gives you some resources to help with your study for the month.  Let us know of any events in lives of SFO and prayer requests. Pax et Bonum  Submissions � HYPERLINK "mailto:ghughes@nb.aibn.com" �ghughes@nb.aibn.com� 





The reason for showing the Feast days is of course for your information, but it is also a reminder that each of these days may have a different ‘common’ for morning and evening praise. Some days have a complete format for Mornign and Evening Praise








